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vow is made that the person interested will himself
undertake this task, which may necessitate a journey of
a thousand miles, or a servant may be sent on this
errand, or it may be purchased from men who earn their
living by carrying it to places remote 'from the river.
The water from Kurd war is put into bottles which bear
the seal of the officiating priests of the temple there,
When this costly water is poured over or in front of an
image of Vishnu, or any of his incarnations, it is drunk
by his worshippers, as it is supposed to have healing
and purifying virtues ; but, owing to a curse pronounced
by his wife, that which is poured over Siva's image is
not allowed to touch human lips. In this form of
worship the idea of David when Araunah wished to give
him cattle for a sacrifice is seen. He said, " Nay, but I
will surely buy them from thee at a price. Shall I give
to Jehovah that which costs me nothing." It is when
some loved member of a family has recovered from
sickness, or a law-suit has been favourably decided,
that this expensive expression of gratitude is employed.

Gaya.

This well-known place of pilgrimage is resorted to
for the benefit of the dead rather than the living; for
funeral ceremonies rare considered to be of far greater
benefit if performed here than elsewhere. Originally
Gaya was the headquarters of the Buddhists. It was
there that Buddha lived during his hermit-life and
attained to the highest state of purity. Here for cen-
turies Buddhists flocked from all parts of India and the
farther East, though now as a Buddhist shrine it is
almost deserted. In fact, the shrine that the Buddhists
regarded as the most sacred spot on earth is under the
charge of a Saiva Mahant and disciples, who receive the